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Introduction to the Turnaway Study
Introduction
The Turnaway Study is ANSIRH’s prospective longitudinal
study examining the effects of unintended pregnancy on
women’s lives. The major aim of the study is to describe
the mental health, physical health, and socioeconomic
consequences of receiving an abortion compared to
carrying an unwanted pregnancy to term.
From 2008 to 2010, we recruited women from 30 abortion
facilities around the country—from Maine to Washington,
Texas to Minnesota. We interviewed nearly 1,000 women
who sought abortions, some who received abortions
because they presented for care under the gestational
limit of the clinic and some who were “turned away”
and carried to term because they were past the facility’s
gestational limit.
We interviewed participants by phone every six months
over a period of five years. We conducted nearly
8,000 interviews over the course of the study, and the
stories that women shared with us about their lives
are fascinating. We will continue to document their
experiences in articles and other publications for the next
several years.
The Turnaway Study is an effort to capture women’s
stories, understand the role of abortion and childbearing
in their lives, and contribute scientific data to the ongoing
public policy debate on the mental health and life-course
consequences of abortion and unwanted childbearing for
women and families.
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